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236 Publications of the 

Cos«Ao = + 9 ", A8 = — 22". 

Reynold K. Young. 
Berkeley Astronomical Department, 
September 11, 191 1. 

Ephemeris of Comet C1911 (Brooks). 

From the foregoing parabolic elements by Mr. Young an 
ephemeris to October 29, 191 1, has been computed which is 
published, with the elements, in L. O. Bulletin No. 202. From 
this ephemeris it appears that the comet, already easily seen 
with the naked eye, will reach its maximum brightness about 
the middle of October. Although it passes the Sun in right 
ascension on October 12, it does not set until two hours after 
sunset on that date, owing to its more northerly declination. 
It should therefore be a fairly conspicuous object in the early 
evening sky until the middle of the month. On October 29th 1 
the comet rises more than two hours before the Sun and should 
be visible in the eastern sky just before daylight. 

E. S. Haynes, 

September 11, 1911. J. H. Pitman. 

Note on the Spectrum of P Cygki. 

P Cygni (o = 20 h I4.i m , 8 = 37 43', visual magnitude 4.9) 
is one of the most interesting objects of the sky, spectroscopic- 
ally. It is easily visible to the naked eye, but offers no peculiar- 
ities to direct observation. As its designation indicates, it is 
technically a new star. It appeared in the beginning of the 
seventeenth century and after years of marked fluctuation 
in brightness, settled down to a constant magnitude. No varia- 
tion at all has been observed since 1677. 

Its spectrum, however, still retains some of the features 
which characterize that of a nova. All of the prominent lines 
are bright, and each has a strong dark, or absorption, line on 
its more refrangible side. The lines of the elements hydrogen, 
helium, nitrogen, and silicon appear thus. 

Measures made by the writer of five spectrum plates of this 
star, taken at the Lick Observatory with the Mills three-prism 



1 Owing to its northern declination, the comet is already (October 6th) visible in 
the morning sky, though still east of the Sun. 



